
Mix and match styles for a one-of-a-kind 
farmhouse that shows off  your personality. 

B Y  S T E P H A N I E  A G N E S  C R O C K E T T

  et’s face it. Sticking to a single decorating style, 

even if it is your favorite, can be constricting at 

times. Sure, you love your farmhouse, but you can also 

feel a twinge of disappointment when you’re eyeing a 

tempting Greek sculpture at the fl ea market, only to 

realize that it wouldn’t belong in your house. Geraldine 

James has good news for you in her latest book, The 

Creative Home: Inspiring Ideas for Beautiful Living. 

She shares how to introduce new styles into your 

farmhouse, without sacrifi cing ambience. 

TREASURE YOUR DISPLAYS
It’s all in the details. Geraldine encourages you to 

“make unlikely alliances in your displays.” Geraldine 

knows that style “is a completely personal thing—you 

just have to be confi dent in letting it shine in your 

home.” You can incorporate every style that catches 

your eye. As Geraldine says, “It’s so easy to create 

fascinating displays with the simplest of objects, 

provided that you put them together in a creative way.” 
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LEFT. The simple coffee table, with its visible nails, and the faded white 

end table (right) evoke the traditional farmhouse style. At the same time, 

the second end table (left), with its knobby wooden legs, topped by the 

rudimentary head sculpture, introduces another layer of complexity. 

Likewise, the stained mirror contrasts with two pieces of artwork, welcome 

additions to the farmhouse.

Hang It All!
EMPTY WALLS ARE DECORATIONS WAITING TO 
HAPPEN. HERE ARE SOME IDEAS FOR MAKING 

THE MOST OF YOUR WALL SPACE. 

Work those shelves.

Your shelves should make a statement. Rather than 
relegating shelf items to the top surface, make full use 
of hooks. Got a big bag collection? Hang several on 
each hook, letting your bags cascade down the wall.

Sparkle it up.

Adorn the wall with your jewelry. Hang bulky bracelets 
and necklaces from small wooden nails, and finish the 
look with a wooden frame. You could even allow the 
necklaces to fall outside the frame, and nail the jewelry 
up at intervals for a carefree, artistic expression.

Plate it.

Mount your favorite plates along the wall. They’ll dress 
up a blank space and can even be used to seamlessly 
incorporate a section of peeling paint. If you have a 
discoloration on the wall, frame it with plates, and the 
coloring will look intentional (for more plate walls, see 
pages 26 and 114).

Reflect on it.

Try convex mirrors. While disorienting, convex mirrors 
add depth to the room. When arranging the mirrors, 
keep in mind the position of lights and artwork, so the 
mirrors enhance your other stylistic decisions. Angle 
lamps away from the mirrors, because of the effect that 
convex mirrors have on light. 
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DISPLAY YOUR TREASURES 
Geraldine also asks you to take stylistic risks, 

and allow your lifestyle to inform your living space. 

Polish your pennies and shine your marbles. “If you 

own a collection of beautiful things that deserve 

special focus,” she says, put them on display. 

“Let the pieces speak for themselves without 

any distraction.” Infuse your personality into your 

designs, and don’t shy away from taking artistic 

risks. “Mixing styles and periods is the best way to 

be the most expressive in your home,” Geraldine 

says. “The unexpected mix of objects does work 

exceedingly well.” 

BUY WITH AN EYE 
Geraldine doesn’t recommend throwing objects 

together haphazardly. If you’re planning on buying 

new decorations, she says, “You need to visualize 

what they will look like in the intended location.” 

Combine styles tastefully. Geraldine says that 

even “small pieces of decorative furniture play a 

big role in enhancing a room.” Ultimately, what 

matters most is that you cater to your own stylistic 

Bringing the 
Outside In

COMBINE THE BEAUTY OF NATURE WITH THE COZINESS 
OF YOUR FARMHOUSE FOR A FRESH NEW DESIGN.

For the Kitchen Table.

Vegetables make a delicious centerpiece for the kitchen table. Choose 
deep purples and rich oranges for a warm statement against a brown 
table. Think carrots and eggplant, or on a lighter table, try fruits instead. 
Experiment with contrast for a fruit display. Try soft greens, mangos or 
purple plums against a bright white table, or fasten luggage tags around 
fresh pears for sumptuous place cards.

Vegetation: Fresh…

Consider introducing a large, freestanding potted plant to the bedroom. 
Ferns work well with cream tones and browns, and bring an outdoor 
quality to the cozy indoors. Fresh fl owers will brighten any room. Bold 
orange tulips pop against neutral brown surfaces.

…And Dried.

Dried hydrangeas in soft pinks and purples are a welcome addition to the 
bedside table. For a subtle take in the studio, try laying out dried plants 
along a shelf, or experiment with brown seedpods and riven driftwood. 
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Notice the bold green color of the light fi xtures in this kitchen. 

It’s unexpected, but works with the matching green vase, while 

complementing the lighter green of the hydrangea. The contrast 

between the shiny metal fl owerpot under the window and the worn 

green wood of the table shows that weddings aren’t the only place 

to mix “something old and something new.”
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The Creative Home: 

Inspiring Ideas for 

Beautiful Living by 

Geraldine James, 

published by CICO 

Books, © 2016; 

rylandpeters.com.

preferences. How do you want your farmhouse 

to look? The Creative Home captures and praises 

interiors that reflect the homeowner’s personality. 

Geraldine challenges you to make your home yours: 

“Experiment with color, materials and arrangements 

until what you see is a true reflection of you and 

what you love.”

Beach farmhouse, anyone? While the vintage mirror, the cross handles of the sink faucet 

and long taper candle evoke a distinctly farmhouse feel, the designer has also infused 

a beachy mood. The shells, sunglasses, and natural sponge mingle with the traditional 

farmhouse décor, so that sea meets land in this coastal farmhouse bathroom.
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