
Use these springtime tips to style a garden wedding or party 
with vintage décor that takes the cake.
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  Go with a 
fu n color palette.

–Lauren Soley 

FMD-1721-96-101-Wedding.indd   96 12/19/16   10:04 PM



1

1. TREATS FOR TWO
The sweetheart table incorporates the per-
fect blend of pastels, from the blushing pink 
of the curlicue garden chairs to the brighter 
teal accents of the cake plates. The light-
blue wedding cake incorporates a garden 
theme in a fresh, floral way, while the natural 
wooden table embraces the old-fashioned, 
rustic aspect of an outdoor venue.
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 Look for opportunities  
to add subtle, 

unique touches. 
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2. DOWN THE AISLE
Savor this one-of-a-kind altar, which was fashioned from two vintage screen 
doors. The uniqueness of the altar, as well as the collection of mismatching chairs 
along the aisle, contributes to the overall unconventional look of this garden 
wedding. Krystle says the altar serves as “a nice focal point for a large space.” 
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Garden weddings are airy 
and earthy, and allow for a 

marriage of classic and quaint styles. If 

you’re looking for a fresh, creative way 

to style a spring wedding, a garden 

theme fi lled with vintage fi nds may be an 

ideal option. 

To get expert advice, we consulted 

Lauren Soley, owner of the vintage prop 

rental company Lovegood Wedding & 

Event Rentals, and Krystle Abalos, of Everly 

Event Planning & Design, to learn how 

to plan a garden wedding using antique 

treasures to dazzle and delight.

SAY I DO TO PASTELS
Garden weddings allow for a good 

deal of freedom in the design, but there 

are certain features common to the style. 

Lauren and Krystle agree that the garden 

wedding is “whimsical,” and Lauren adds, 

“It kind of takes you to a different place.” 

Feel free to mix and match chairs and 

china alike. Krystle advises to “stick with 

colors in the color scheme and have it 

make sense,” and describes the garden 

wedding style as “effortlessly chic.” 

When it comes to choosing a palette, 

she recommends either “very pastel 

or very bright colors,” while Lauren 

encourages you to “go with a fun color 

palette.” Pick colors that speak to you and 

are fi tting with the season.

BRING OUT THE ANTIQUES
Look for opportunities to add subtle, 

unique touches. Lauren says, “Teacups 

and saucers are a special detail that are 

not used as often, but when they are, it is 

îTipOpt for several 
small bud vases 

� lled with wild� owers and 
displayed on a cake plate 
for an effortlessly beautiful 

design.
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See Sources, page 128. 

such a great element for any 

wedding or party.” She also 

recommends, “scoping out 

vintage rentals” to look for one-

of-a-kind décor like an antique 

buffet table. Specialty rentals are 

a great way to slip “something 

old” into your wedding without 

breaking the bank.   

As you begin planning, it’s 

important to realize that what 

matters most in your antique 

choices is your own personal 

tastes and preferences. Both 

Lauren and Krystle describe a 

garden wedding as “a blank 

canvas,” and urge each couple 

to “think outside the box.” 

Krystle says, “You can 

use tools like Pinterest for 

inspiration, but don’t try to 

replicate something exactly 

as you’ve seen.” Instead, she 

advises that you figure out what 

you want as a couple and work 

from there.
3
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3. WELCOME WATERCOLORS
The lovely blue stationery, interspersed 
with dancing ribbons, prepared guests for 
a whimsical garden wedding way before 
the event occurred. The boutonnière and 
sprigs usher in the springtime, while the 
butterfly postage stamp completes the 
fluttery, floral scene.

4. FAIRYTALE BRIDE
This blushing bride brought the garden 
with her down the aisle. A delicate 
ranunculus and wildflower crown graces 
her head, and she holds a fresh bouquet 
of springtime blooms close to the heart. 
The subtle cream color of her wedding 
bust pairs nicely with the bouquet, while 
a full tulle skirt spreads outward like an 
upturned rose. 
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Big Ideas for the 
Big Day

Use these expert tips to make your 
happy day a memorable dream 

come true.

• Sit on your chair plans. Lauren says, 
“Specialty chairs are coming in. If you have 
it in your budget to upgrade your chairs, 
defi nitely do it. It will change the whole look 
of your ceremony and reception.”

• Don’t let weather rain on your parade. 
Be prepared for inclement weather. Krystle 
says, “Keep a positive outlook. Plan for your 
perfect, ideal situation, and for a Plan B. Make 
sure Plan B matches the vision you have for 
the outdoor wedding.”

• Make it seasonal. Lauren suggests “blues 
and light pinks for the spring,” and “jewel 
tones, like pansies, for the fall.” Krystle adds, 
“You can have pastel aspects year round.” 

• Munch on brunch. With the cute touch 
that tea sets can provide, think about 
incorporating a tea or brunch into a wedding. 
Lauren recommends brunch at morning or 
early afternoon weddings.
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5. CONSISTENT COLORING
Even the watercolor blue menu fi ts the pastel theme, while glimmering 
gold forks add a hint of glamour. Krystle prefers these to traditional 
silver ones. Peeking out from under the menu is a gold-trimmed fl oral 
china plate. She says, “The china is a nice touch, but not meant to be a 
loud piece.”
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